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SUB J : AMERICAN PILOT KILLED 

1 . AT APPROXIMATELY 1200 HOURS LOCAL TIME ON 29 JUNE 

1978 A PRIVATE ZAMBIAN REGISTERED TWIN-ENGINE BEECH BARON 
WAS SHOT DOWN BY THE ZAMBIAN ARMY WHILE MAKING A LANDING 
AT SESHEKE ON THE NAMIBIA-ZAMBIA BORDER. THE PILOT, AN 
AMERICAN CITIZEN, AND ALL THREE PASSENGERS WERE KILLED. 

THE PASSENGERS INCLUDED AN ITALIAN NATIONAL BUSINESSMAN 
IN LUSAKA, HIS TWELVE YEAR OLD DAUGHTER AND AN 18 YEAR OLD 
BRITISH GIRL, THE COMPANY SECRETARY. 

2. THE AIRCRAFT WAS A CHARTER FLIGHT CARRYING THE PASSENGERS 
FOR A HOLIDAY WEEKEND AT THE SENANGA FISHING SAFARI LODGE. 

THE AIRCRAFT HAD BEEN CLEARED BY ZAMBIAN AUTHORITIES 

FOR THE FLIGHT FROM LUSAKA TO SENANGA BUT THE PILOT 
APPARENTLY STRAYED OFF COURSE OVER THE BUSH OF WESTERN ZAMBIA 
AND INTENDED TO LAND AT SESHEKE BORDERING ON THE CAPRIVI STRIP 
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TO FIND OUT WHERE HE WAS. HE WAS ON HIS FINAL APPROACH TO THE 
AIRSTRIP AT SESHEKE, WHICH HAS NO RADIO, WHEN ZAMBIAN TROOPS 
STATIONED AT THE FIELD OPENED FIRE ON THE AIRCRAFT. 

3. COMMENT: SWAPO OPERATES IN THE SESHEKE AREA AND THERE HAVE 
BEEN ALLEGED AND ACTUAL INCURSIONS FROM THE CAPRIVI BY SAG 
TROOPS OVER THE YEARS. BOTH SWAPO AND ZAMBIAN MILITARY IN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 

THIS AREA CAN BE EXPECTED TO BE ON EDGE. THIS IS ESPECIALLY 
TRUE IN LIGHT OF THE WIDE PUBLICITY GIVEN TO A REPORTED BUILD 
UP OF SOUTH AFRICAN TROOPS IN THE AREA. 

CLINGERMAN 
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